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Place assessment template

Here are some typical questions you can use to assess your area or place. These questions will need to be tailored by the Neighbourhood Planning Group producing the design code to ensure they are specific to your area. 
There may be further questions you wish to use and propose that will help you to assess and understand your specific place in more detail. These can be included in the blank rows at the bottom of each page.

	Place assessment template

	
	Question
	Assessment
	Priority issues for coding

	Context -  Location, Place, character
	How would you describe your place urban / rural?
	Rural village in predominantly farming context
	Sensitive infill development, not standard housebuilder designs

	
	How would you describe the character of your place?
	Traditional buildings, close community
	Maintaining character

	
	What type of development is typical of your place?
	Few new build developments, mostly extensions
	

	
	Are there special characteristics eg culture?
	No
	

	
	What is special about your place, eg views, features?
	Views to countryside
	Maintain good views

	
	Are there conservation or character areas?
	Yes
	Preserve these and enhance the character

	
	Are there significant sites for development?
	No, small infill development site in the centre of the village
	

	
	Are there areas in need of regeneration?
	No
	

	
	Other
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Connections – Connections, Streets
 

	Are there any problems with moving around your place?
	Not by car, issues with cycling, walking and buses
	

	
	Is your place well connected to other areas?
	Reasonably but reliance on the car
	

	
	Are there problems with moving around your place?
	No, those without a car are disadvantaged
	

	
	Is there a walking, wheeling and cycling network? 
	No, more is needed for safe pedestrian movement to schools and facilities
	Making safe pedestrian and cycle connections from development sites to amenities and housing

	
	Are streets pedestrian secure and inclusive?
	Yes
	

	
	Is the soft and hard landscaping of streets to a good standard?
	Yes
	

	
	Is there a problem with car parking in the area?
	Yes, overflow of parking onto streets and impact on moving around easily
	Parking is a key issue to resolve for new development, especially in the centre

	
	Are streets well lit, overlooked and safe for all users?
	Yes
	

	
	Do the public spaces in streets need improving?
	Yes in the centre
	Quality of public space in the development area needs to be considered

	
	Other
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Built form - Blocks Identity 

	Are there problems with the existing form of buildings?
	Yes, 1970’5 buildings on the edge of the village are ugly and spoil the character
	We want buildings that fit in with the character of the area

	
	Is there a problem with typical height or number of storeys?
	Yes this could be a problem for new development
	Height of new buildings needs to be controlled

	
	Is the character of the built form special? 
	Yes, knapped flint walls and thatched roofs are dominant and buildings face onto streets
	The existing character and use of materials is important for new development to fit in

	
	What are the special characteristics?
	Characteristic of a rural settlement
	

	
	Which buildings are typical of character?
	Church and Manor House, key stately home on the high street,
	

	
	What materials are typical of the area?
	Purbeck stone and mellow red brick, with clay tile roofs or thatch. Lots of timber construction
	For buildings to fit in traditional materials should be used

	
	Are there features that should be replicated?
	Roof profile
	Characteristic roof profile should be followed

	
	Are buildings energy efficient?

	No, generally traditional construction
	New development must be energy efficient to help tackle affordability and to save the planet

	
	Do existing buildings need to be refurbished?  
	Yes but not in the area of development
	

	
	Other
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Nature – Landscape, Open spaces, bio-diversity

	What are the special characteristics of the place?
	Arable farmland, livestock, hedgerows and tree lines characteristic of countryside
	

	
	Are the buildings integrated with nature?
	Yes, good walks and footpaths lead to open space and farmland
	

	
	Do the buildings on the edge of settlement relate well to nature?
	Generally yes
	

	
	Are there enough good quality open spaces and planting?
	More open space dedicated to children’s play and teenage activity is needed
	Incorporate open spaces in areas of development

	
	Do the open spaces work for all users?
	See above
	

	
	Are there green routes and paths that connect green spaces?
	Yes, good green corridors from the village to the countryside, but in hilly terrain
	Maintain good links from development site in centre to existing routes to countryside

	
	
Are there problems with flooding, surface water drainage or nutrients?
	
There is a big problem with surface water run off and nutrients from farm land
	Provide requirements in the code for Surface Water Drainage system.

	
	Are there natural features that should be preserved?
	Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty designation outside the village context. 
	

	
	Are there areas that can be improved by greening?
	Trees are characteristic within the settlement
	Maintain green character of settlement and for development sites

	
	Other
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Activity - Homes Uses 

	Are there sufficient homes and a good mix of types and tenures?
	Insufficient number of genuinely affordable homes and homes for single households.
	A mix of housing tenures is important for new development

	
	What are the current uses in the area?
	Farming, community uses, residential, small shops
	

	
	Are new uses and activities required?
	Yes, more village shops would be welcomed.
	

	
	Is there a good sense of community in the area?
	Yes very strong
	

	
	What would improve the sense of community?
	Better connections to community and schools, more facilities in the village centre
	Improve connections and facilities in village centre development sites

	
	Are there sufficient facilities nearby?
	Facilities and major shops are 7 miles away and easily accessible by car, not by walking/cycling
	

	
	Other
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