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Design code content template

This checklist is used to set out the agreed design code priorities and summarise the requirement in a simple statement. This can include details and metrics if known, or can be left to develop further as the design code is progressed.
The design code priority column ranks how important each theme of the code is from A-to-C. This will inform the amount of information, requirements and guidance your design code provides for each theme.

	Design code content checklist

	
	Design code
	Design code priority
	Summary of code requirement (must, should, could) 

	
	
	A
	B
	C
	

	Context
Site setting area wide
	Character areas
	
	
	
	

	
	Conservation
	
	
	
	

	
	Heritage
	
	*
	
	Heritage buildings near development sites should be enhanced

	
	Local features
	*
	
	
	New development must enhance existing character

	
	Centre of village
	*
	
	
	New development must strengthen character in village centre

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Connections
Movement pattern, transport, streets
	Street design
	*
	
	
	Streets in new development sites must be in character of setting

	
	Walking & cycling
	*
	
	
	New cycle and footpath routes must be provided 

	
	Car parking
	*
	
	
	Car parking must be grouped, screened and landscaped 

	
	Cycle parking
	
	
	
	

	
	Public transport
	
	*
	
	Public transport should be improved

	
	Public spaces
	*
	
	
	Public spaces in new development must follow existing character

	
	Safety
	
	
	
	

	
	Other
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Built form
Built form, character, appearance, features
	Character
	*
	
	
	New development must respond to existing character

	
	Density
	*
	
	
	Housing density must not exceed average density of village centre 25 dwelling per hectare

	
	Height
	*
	
	
	Buildings must not be higher than existing adjoining buildings no more than 2.5 storeys

	
	Form
	*
	
	
	Roof and built form must be in character of village centre
45 degree pitch

	
	Features
	
	
	
	

	
	Identity
	*
	
	
	Materials and appearance must reflect local character 

	
	Materials
	
	*
	
	Building materials should be locally sourced

	
	Energy 
	*
	
	
	New buildings must be energy efficient to high standard

	
	Management
	
	
	*
	A management plan for the maintenance could be provided

	
	Other
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nature
Landscape, greening, public amenity, public spaces
	Open space
	*
	
	
	New play areas for children must be provided

	
	Amenity
	*
	
	
	Open space must be provided in new development

	
	Biodiversity
	*
	
	
	New development must meet biodiversity net gain  requirements

	
	Greening streets
	*
	
	
	New streets must be tree-lined

	
	Flood risk
	*
	
	
	Must include proposal that address flood mitigation measures

	
	Surface water drainage
	
	*
	
	Should provide sustainable drainage system for all new roads

	
	Landscaping
	*
	
	
	Landscaping must reinforce existing green infrastructure

	
	Materials
	
	*
	
	Hard landscape materials should match existing

	
	Plant species 
	
	*
	
	Plant species should be locally based

	
	Management
	
	
	*
	A landscape management plan could involve local community

	
	Green links
	
	*
	
	Landscaping of new development should reinforce green links

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Activity
Uses, homes, community, health, education, retail
	Housing types 
	*
	
	
	A mix of housing types and tenures must be provided

	
	Housing amenity
	
	
	
	

	
	Community use
	*
	
	
	New development must incorporate community uses

	
	Health
	
	
	
	

	
	Education
	
	
	
	

	
	Mixed use
	
	
	
	

	
	Commercial, retail
	
	
	
	

	
	Community
	
	*
	
	New development should encourage community activity

	
	Management
	
	
	*
	New development could involve community in management

	
	Other
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